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The 22 April 2018 marked the 25th Anniversary of the senseless murder of my son, Stephen Lawrence, a young man who
had a bright future ahead of him. At the memorial service to celebrate his life, the Prime Minister Theresa May announced
the Annual National Day of Remembrance and Commemoration of Stephen which is to be held on 22 April. I warmly
invite you and your school community to use the memory of Stephen’s life and legacy as an opportunity for influencing the
lives of the children and young people in your care. Stephen’s story is both challenging and inspirational. I wish for
Stephen’s name not to be identified just by his murder but by the mark he has left on this country and the wider world and
for the role model he was and continues to be. The lessons of fairness and respect must start early if we are to have a truly fair
and civilised society, free from discrimination where we all play our part as active citizens. It is my belief that these values are
strongest when anchored and embedded into a school’s culture and explicitly taught through the curriculum. Whether you
are in an Early Years, primary, secondary, special, sixth form or other school setting or in an urban or rural location, my
vision is that Stephen’s Annual National Day will serve as a focus for your school community to engage in activities that
empower young people to live their best life.
Through these activities, my hope is that all pupils will value cultural diversity and develop the skills and confidence to
challenge racism and discrimination and to embrace inclusion. Stephen’s death and the subsequent investigation by the
police revealed aspects of our country about which we cannot be proud. Against a backdrop of loss and grief I have worked
to highlight injustice which resulted in significant changes to the law in Stephen’s name and memory. Stephen’s Day is
supported by all political parties: it is intended to challenge the very way we think about and understand race and diversity.
Stephen’s life story, short though it was, provides a positive role model of a life well lived. He was a normal young person
who made the most of everyday opportunities. He particularly loved drawing, running and had dreams and aspirations of
becoming an architect. Because of Stephen’s interests, we are privileged to be partners with Virgin Money London
Marathon and The Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA). These positive aspects of Stephen’s story can inspire
children and young people of all ages to live their best life and are an equally important part of Stephen’s legacy.
Baroness Lawrence of Clarendon OBE
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